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This academic year … 



This is your time



GCSEs 
Last year’s Year 11 at Woodcote 
achieved excellent GCSE results.

If you work hard and attend, you will 
get good results here.

Students with high attendance did 
better here than their peers in other 
schools.

Work hard from the start.



Mr E Rahim
Head of Year 11



Consistency
GCSEs
Attendance
Revision
Focus and engagement
Prioritising
Student Support

Key Focus of the Year 

Success

Child

TeacherParent



We expect all students to have at least 98% attendance each term.

Attendance 



Every school day missed is a learning opportunity lost, good 
attendance really does pay off.

Attendance 





The Journey 



Autumn

Parents Evening: 9th October 2025
Sixth Form Open Evening: 16th October 2025 
PPE1 Exams: 10th – 21st November 2025
Reports: 12th December 2025

Spring 
Parents Evening: 15th January 2026
PPE2 Exams: 23rd February – 6th March 2026
Reports: 27th March 2026

Summer GCSE Exams: May 2026 – June 2026

Key Dates



Year 11 Form Tutors
Form Tutor

11D Mrs Goddard mgoddard@woodcotehigh.org.uk 

11E Ms Bailey sbailey@woodcotehigh.org.uk 

11F Mr Smith asmith@woodcotehigh.org.uk 

11G Mr Bahari rbahari@woodcotehigh.org.uk 

11W Mr France pfrance@woodcotehigh.org.uk 

11X Mr S. King sking@woodcotehigh.org.uk 

11Y Mr J. King jking@woodcotehigh.org.uk 

11Z Ms Porter bporter@woodcotehigh.org.uk 
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mailto:sbailey@woodcotehigh.org.uk
mailto:sbailey@woodcotehigh.org.uk
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mailto:pfrance@woodcotehigh.org.uk
mailto:sking@woodcotehigh.org.uk
mailto:sking@woodcotehigh.org.uk
mailto:jking@woodcotehigh.org.uk
mailto:jking@woodcotehigh.org.uk
mailto:bporter@woodcotehigh.org.uk
mailto:bporter@woodcotehigh.org.uk


Ms W Case
Director of Sixth Form



Woodcote High School Sixth Form 
Headline Figures 

We are proud to share that 2025 has been our best year of A-
Level Results ever!

• 17% at A–A*
• 46% at A–B
• Over 70% achieved A–C grades
• 99% at A*- E

These results significantly exceed the national averages.



Woodcote High School 
Headline Figures 

We are proud to share that 2025 has been our best year of 
Vocational Results ever!

50% achieving Distinction or Distinction*
93% at Merit or above

100% Pass or above

These results significantly exceed the national averages.



WHS Sixth Form 
Open Evening

Thursday 16th October
5:00pm – 7:30pm

WHS Sixth Form Application Deadline: 
Friday 7th November



Ms O Chadenga
Head of English 



• In English, students are being prepared to sit both their Language 
and Literature exams. 

• In total, students will sit four papers for English [2 for Language and 
2 for Literature].

• The exam board for English is AQA.

• Literature Paper 2 is the longest paper students will sit across all 
their subjects at GCSE. 

• The exam is 2 hours and 15 minutes; therefore, it is important that 
students build their stamina and resilience to achieve success.

Year 11 English: What to expect?



• Students achieving a Grade 4 or better in English is critical 
for their future success and this can be achieved in either 
Language or Literature.

• If a student achieves a Grade 4 or better in both, then it is 
double weighted, allowing for two GCSEs from one 
subject! 

What success in English means…?



• Your support at home can make a great difference to student 
outcomes.

You can support your child by:
• Encouraging your child to continue to read widely

• Discuss the Literature texts they have already studied [An Inspector 
Calls; Romeo and Juliet; Jekyll and Hyde OR A Christmas Carol]

• Helping your child learn quotations by testing them, supporting them 
to make flashcards or displaying quotations around the home to 
facilitate greater knowledge retention.

• Ensure that all homework is completed as this to aid student revision. 
In English, our platforms for assigning homework are Seneca, GCSE Pod 
and Massolit

What can you do to support your child?



1. Learn quotations – flashcards 

2. Practice timed responses to exam 
questions

3. Promote active revision strategies 

Three key takeaways….



As the English community, we are here to 
work with you in supporting your child to 
achieve success.

ochadenga@woodcotehigh.org.uk

Working Together…. 

mailto:ochadenga@woodcotehigh.org.uk


Mr J Sach
Head of Science 



• All students will sit six papers for Science 
(2 each for Biology, Chemistry, and Physics).

• The exam board for Science is AQA

Year 11 Science: What to expect?

Combined Science: 
6 x 1 hour and 15 
minute exams

Separate Science: 
6 x 1 hour 45 minute 
exams



What you can do to support your child

Recall of knowledge
•Flash cards with: 

•Key definitions
•Rearrangements of formulae
•Required practicals (There’s 21)

•Regular short quizzing at home



What you can do to support your child

Using knowledge in exams
Encourage regular timed exam practice 
focusing on: 
oUse of key definitions and vocabulary
oUnderstanding the command word in 

the question
oAccurately checking work against the 

mark schemes



What you can do to support your child

• Equipment
oCalculator
oPens and pencils
oRuler
oRubber

• Attendance
oCompleting Core Practicals helps with remembering 

methods and evaluation points



Questions answered in years 
10 & 11



Three key take aways

1. Quiz them little and often
2. Encourage them to practice full 

exam questions
3. Make sure their equipment is 

correct and they know how to use it

jsach@woodcotehigh.org.uk 

mailto:jsach@woodcotehigh.org.uk


Ms H Ferdous
Head of Maths



• In Maths, students are being prepared to sit 
3 papers
Paper 1: Non-calculator 

  Paper 2: Calculator
  Paper 3: Calculator

• The exam board for Maths is Edexcel.

• All 3 papers are 1 hour 30 minutes long

Year 11 Maths: What to expect?



• SPARX maths – Videos, tailored practice

• Corbettmaths – Videos, worksheets, 5-a-day practice.

• DrFrostMaths – Interactive practice and tracking.

• MathsGenie – Topic-based past paper questions.

• BBC Bitesize – Clear explanations for foundation and 
higher tiers.

Useful Resources



It’s normal for students to feel stuck sometimes. 
Encourage them to speak to their teacher, attend 
support sessions, or use help videos online.

Remind them that asking for help is a strength, not a 
weakness.

hferdous@woodcotehigh.org.uk

Encouraging Confidence & Growth 

mailto:Hferdous@woodcotehigh.org.uk


Ms P Bigden 
Deputy Principal: 

Quality of Education



Focus your energy 
on active revision 
methods. 

It’s scientifically 
proven to be a far 
more effective way 
to revise and retain 
information.

The Best Revision Techniques….



Cornell Note-Taking Method 
• Avoid revision ‘failures’ 

such as passive note-
taking; highlighting and 
re-reading.

• Instead – utilise the 
Cornell method. 

• Key to this is ensuring 
textbooks and exercise 
books are closed – 
making this an active 
revision tool. 



Space the learning/revision

What happens when you don’t 
complete review/revise –regularly 
and overtime. 

Cramming the night before only 
supports students to retain 30% of 
what they learn!!! 

Comparatively - the possibility of 
retaining knowledge; if completed 
regularly and over time. 

90% knowledge retention! 

There’s a significant difference....



1. On the front of the card, write a key 
term or question

2. On the back of the card, answer that 
question or write the definition for the 
term

3. Try to guess the answer/definition on 
the front before checking the answer on 
the back.

Top Tips: 
• Create your own
• One idea, one flashcard
• Combine images & words 
• Use spaced repetition to memorise 

your flashcards

Using flashcards….. 



• A really effective way of making 
revision manageable

• You can identify easily the areas 
you still need to work on 
further

• It becomes visible as knowledge 
moves from the short-term to 
long-term memory = 
demonstrating that it’s working 
and effective (a great 
motivator)

Using flashcards….. 



Top Tips for Flashcards… 

• Keep it simple: one idea/one card 
• Be active with them, not passive 
• Mix them up
• Used spaced repetition 
• Study in short sessions 
• Get creative 
• Regularly remove cards you’ve ‘mastered’ 
• Stay consistent 

 



Shrinking 
Notes 

Synthesising & Organising Information



• Colour coding with highlighters 

• Correct answers to questions

• Grouping related ideas by colour

• Unknown terminology 

• Identifying key skills or knowledge 
within a response (using a mark 
scheme)

Highlighting with purpose…. 



Practice Papers & Practice Books

Past Papers (exam boards): 
• Past papers | Past exam papers | Pearson 

qualifications
• AQA | Find past papers and mark schemes
• Eduqas Past Papers
• Past papers materials finder – OCR

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/home/past-papers/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/home/past-papers/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/home/past-papers/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/


To demonstrate the importance of ‘active revision methods’ – it’s your turn 
to have a go at creating one or two flashcards that ‘test’/outline the 
different approaches to revision we’ve explored that are effective. 
Be sure to include the method…..  

Flashcards

Spacing

Mind-maps

Cornell NotesLearning 
Pyramid Synthesising 

Information

It’s your turn…. 

Mind-maps



Ms S Chapman 
Assistant Principal: 

Head of Teaching & Learning  



Arbor
• One platform to view:

• Homework assignments
• Attendance
• Timetables
• Student details
• Positive points awarded
• Negative behaviour incidents
• Detentions

• Parent and student apps/online portal

Support: Tutors and arbor@woodcotehigh.org.uk 

mailto:arbor@woodcotehigh.org.uk


Digital Platforms



Digital Platforms



Key Digital Platforms



MS Teams 



Educake 





Educake 



Educake 



Seneca 



Ms W Case
Assistant Principal: 

Director of Sixth Form



Mind Maps



Dual coding



Dual coding - Planes

Freddy the 
Crab

Frontal 
plane - 

sideways

Tutu 
Transverse 

plane

Sammy the sprinter
Sagittal plane 



Revision Clock

Effective techniques 
like  visual aids for 

example mind maps, 
flashcards or revision 

clocks are scientifically 
proven to be more 

effective than passive 
methods like cramming or 

memorization.



Importance of Acronyms
The Components of Fitness

"My Best Friend Makes Cakes"

SCRAP B



WHS Sixth Form 
Open Evening

Thursday 16th October
5:00pm – 7:30pm

WHS Sixth Form Application Deadline: 
Friday 7th November
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