
Scenes of crime officer (SOCO)
Crime scene investigator (CSI)

SOCOs work with the police to collect and 
record evidence from where a crime took 
place.

Your day-to-day tasks may include:

• preserving and protecting crime scenes
• finding out what evidence is needed
• recording the scene using photography 

and video
• developing, recording, and capturing 

fingerprint evidence
• finding, recording, and recovering 

evidence

Working hours

• shifts and be part of an on-call rota.
• out on investigations 
• police station writing up reports
• processing recovered evidence, and 

preparing statements.
• can be physically demanding – 

➢ working at height
➢ in confined spaces

Role of SOCO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JgzdhUAJrBA


Skills required

• Problem solving

• Use of scientific equipment  to 
record data

• Computer skills 

• Analytical skills

• Attention to detail

• Writing skills

• Legal knowledge

Entry requirements

• study a degree, in forensic science, biological 
sciences, chemistry, or photography

• at least six months' experience in police work 
or a related field, like intelligence gathering and 
analysis

• a driving licence
• qualification in photography or video could be 

helpful

Check out Unifrog’s
Catching a criminal: forensics 
and  language
Catching a criminal course

https://www.unifrog.org/student/courses/careers-library/catching-a-criminal-forensics-and-language
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